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1. Introduction 

 
1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation Report has been prepared by Barr Environmental 

Ltd to comply with the statutory requirements for public consultation stipulated by 

the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 2006. These became effective on 3 

August 2009 via the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2008. 

 

1.2 The report accompanies an Application for Planning Permission, which seeks to 

establish the Barr Killoch Energy Recovery Park (BKERP) at Killoch, near Ochiltree in 

East Ayrshire. 

 

1.3 This report sets out the steps taken to comply and exceed the statutory 

requirements of the pre application process, which includes a twelve week 

consultation period. 

 

1.4 The application site has been described in the Proposal of Application Notice as the 

Ψ.ŀǊǊ YƛƭƭƻŎƘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ tŀǊƪΩ which will incorporate an energy recovery 

gasification facility with associated stack and ancillary infrastructure and is identified 

on the location plan in Appendix 1. 

  



2 Consultation Process 

Under the terms of the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) 

wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ нллфΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ ΨƳŀƧƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ 

and pre application procedures are required. 

A Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) (Appendix 2) was submitted to East Ayrshire Council 

on 29 January 2015 and was accompanied by a location plan of the proposed development 

site (Appendix 1). 

In accordance with the regulations of the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulation 2008, Barr has exceeded the statutory 

obligations of public consultation by: 

¶ Providing a briefing pack and explanatory letter to identified Tier 1 Stakeholders 

including councillors (via East Ayrshire /ƻǳƴŎƛƭύΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎΣ a{tΩǎΣ atΩǎ 

and leaders from key local businesses. 

¶ IƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎΣ a{tΩǎΣ atΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

leaders from key local businesses and trade bodies. 

¶ Sending letters to local residents to highlight project and offering the opportunity to 

meet directly to explain proposals in more depth. 

¶ Advertising the public exhibitions in the Cumnock Chronicle, Kilmarnock Standard 

and Ayrshire Post one month in advance for a period of one month in advance of the 

public exhibitions. 

¶ Placing advertisements in local community centres, games halls, libraries and, where 

appropriate, in local businesses. 

¶ tǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .ŀǊǊΩǎ 

social media accounts on LinkedIn, Twitter and Google+. 

¶ Hosting five public exhibitions, one briefing event with the Cumnock & Failford 

branch of NFU Scotland and one presentation to the Cumnock Rotary. These seven 

events were held between 23 March 2015 and 9 April 2015. 

¶ Making it clear that the submission of any comments are not representations to the 

planning authority and do not affect the statutory rights of objection during the 

application process. 

¶ Hosting media briefing sessions with the Ayrshire Post and Cumnock Chronicle 

(invite made to Kilmarnock Standard which was declined) to communicate each key 

step of the pre application process, including the 12 week public consultation period, 

as well as providing a broad overview of the Barr Killoch Energy Recovery Park 

proposal. 

¶ Creating a dedicated website (www.killoch.com) and providing visitors with the 

capability to send questions about the project to Barr directly. 

http://www.killoch.com/


¶ Producing a video and animation to provide clarity on the Barr Killoch Energy 

Recovery Park proposal. 

Public notices were advertised in the Ayrshire Post, Cumnock Chronicle and Kilmarnock 

Standard. The public notice complied with the statutory requirements and stated: 

¶ The location and description of the proposal; 

¶ The dates, times and locations of the public exhibitions; 

¶ Details as to where further information could be obtained; 

¶ A statement explaining how and by when persons wishing to make comments on the 

proposal to the applicant can do so; 

¶ A statement explaining that any comments received are not representations to the 

planning authority and that should any subsequent planning application be made, 

representations can be made at that time. 

In addition to the statutory requirements set out in the regulations, Barr held briefing 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΣ atΩǎΣ a{tΩǎΣ trade bodies, local newspapers 

and local businesses to make all stakeholders aware of the public consultation events. This 

was complemented by promoting information and events through social media platforms 

such as LinkedIn, Twitter and Google+. 

All information was also made available through the dedicated website ς www.killoch.com ς 

(Appendix 16). 

 

  

http://www.killoch.com/


3 The Public Consultation ς Overview 

Barr carried out a comprehensive 12 week public consultation to communicate the proposal 

to establish the Barr Killoch Energy Recovery Park (BKERP) at Killoch, near Ochiltree in East 

Ayrshire. 

The consultation launched on 29 January 2015 and comprised: 

¶ The creation, launch and maintenance of a dedicated BKERP website ς 

www.killoch.com (Appendix 16); 

¶ A four minute video featuring Directors from Barr explaining the proposal (Appendix 

17); 

¶ A two minute animation produced by the University of the West of Scotland to 

depict an impression of what the BKERP facility would look like in the context of the 

existing Killoch site (Appendix 18); 

¶ Individual letters to Tier 1 Stakeholders consisting of a covering letter introducing 

the project (Appendix 4); 

¶ Individual letters to local residents informing them of the Ochiltree Public 

Consultation event (Appendix 6); 

¶ Five public exhibitions held in community centres in Auchinleck, Drongan, 

Netherthird, Ochiltree and Mauchline; 

¶ A briefing event with the Cumnock & Failford branch of NFU Scotland at Boswells 

Coach House on the Auchinleck Estate in East Ayrshire; 

¶ A presentation to the Cumnock Rotary at The Royal Hotel in Cumnock; 

¶ The provision of seven information boards at the public exhibitions (Appendix 13) 

which were complemented by the video and animation on a projection screen; 

¶ A brochure and leaflet (Appendix 8) which were made available at the public 

consultation events or downloaded from the website; 

¶ The provision of feedback forms (Appendix 14 and 15); 

¶ Press coverage generated in the Ayrshire Post and Cumnock Chronicle respectively 

(Appendix 10 and 11); 

¶ Placement of statutory PAN adverts within targeted media ς Cumnock Chronicle, 

Ayrshire Post and Kilmarnock Standard (Appendix 9). 

3.1 Public Exhibitions 

Barr held five public exhibition events, one briefing event with the Cumnock & Failford 

branch of NFU Scotland and presentation to the Cumnock Rotary during the 12 week public 

consultation period. The public exhibitions took place on: 

¶ Tuesday 24 March between 4pm and 8pm at the Auchinleck Community Education 

Centre, KA18 2LA. 

http://www.killoch.com/


¶ Wednesday 25 March between 4pm and 8pm at the Drongan Community Centre, 

KA6 6HF. 

¶ Thursday 26 March between 4pm and 8pm at the Netherthird Community Education 

Centre, KA18 3AR. 

¶ Tuesday 31 March between 4pm and 8pm at the Ochiltree Community Education 

Centre, KA18 2PE. 

¶ Thursday 9 April between 4pm and 8pm at the Mauchline Community Education 

Centre, KA5 5DF. 

3.1.1  In addition to these five public exhibition events, Barr also participated in five 

separate briefings at/with: 

¶ Wednesday 18 March between 1pm and 3pm at Killoch, KA18 2RL with the 

employees of Breedon Aggregates 

¶ Monday 23 March between 7:30pm and 10pm at the Boswells Coach House, 

Auchinleck Estate, KA18 2LR with the Cumnock & Failford Branch of the NFU 

Scotland 

¶ Tuesday 24 March between 6:30pm and 9pm at The Royal Hotel, Cumnock, KA18 

1BP with the Cumnock Rotary 

¶ Thursday 26 March at 7:30pm at the Netherthird Community Education Centre, 

KA18 3AR with the Netherthird Community Council 

¶ Monday 25 May at 7pm at Rothesay House, Cumnock, KA18 1LH with the 

Cumnock Community Council 

 

3.1.2 A total of seven information boards were prepared and made available for members 

of the public to view at each of the public exhibition venues. The boards outlined 

information about Barr, Zero Waste Scotland regulations and the rationale and 

drivers behind BKERP which centred predominately on helping local authorities in 

Scotland achieve the clear target of diverting 95% of waste away from landfill by 

2025. In addition a short film featuring Directors of Barr and an animation developed 

by the Creative Technologies department of the University of West of Scotland was 

available to watch on a large projector screen. Copies of a brochure and information 

leaflet were also available to all attendees as well as feedback forms for people to fill 

in and leave or take away, fill out and return as all feedback forms folded into a pre-

paid, business reply postcard. 

3.1.3 The public exhibitions were attended by a number of delegates from Barr 

Environmental Limited and associated partners over the course of the public 

consultation period. These included: 

¶ Barr Environmental Limited; 

¶ Wardell Armstrong; 



¶ Freeman Associates; 

¶ Ricardo-AEA; 

¶ Andrew Carrie Traffic and Transportation; 

¶ University of West of Scotland. 

3.1.4 The public exhibitions were attended by 140 members of the public over all five 

events. An additional 45 attended the briefings with NFU Scotland and the Cumnock 

Rotary. 

3.1.5 Members of the public were greeted by the team on arrival and invited to browse 

the information boards, watch the video and animation, read materials and ask 

questions about the proposal. In all instances, a member of the Barr team was 

directly available to answer any questions or concerns. This helped to generate a 

good level of interaction at the events. 

  



4 Analysis of Comments 

4.1  A total of 185 members of the public attended exhibitions and information sessions 

held by Barr from 23 March to 9 April 2015, including the following: 

 Location / Event     Number of attendees 

Cumnock & Failford NFU Scotland Meeting  30 
Auchinleck Public Meeting    2 
Cumnock Rotary Club Meeting   15 
Drongan Public Meeting    6 
Netherthird Public Meeting    12 
Ochiltree Public Meeting    100 
Mauchline Public Meeting    20 

 

4.2 A total of 26 feedback forms were completed and left with staff during the events, or 

sent in  by pre-paid post at a later date. (Appendix 14) 

4.3 A total of 2 telephone enquiries were received. 

4.4 A total of 4 email enquiries and comments were received. 

4.5 A total of 29 tweets were issued with 35 retweets generated. 

4.6 A total of 4 LinkedIn status updates were made ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ сн ΨƭƛƪŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ мтн ƴŜǿ 

followers for Barr. 

4.7 Overall, feedback from the events was balanced between those that were 

supportive, unsupportive or undecided, before being given information. 

4.8 More respondents showed support for the development after participating in the 

events.  

4.9 The feedback received from Ochiltree, the closest community to the proposed 

development,  showed the least supportive responses.  

4.10 Table 1, below, outlines the key points that were raised through feedback forms or 

via discussions at the events.  

Topic Issue Response 

Environmental Noise Detailed noise and vibration analysis undertaken. Details and 
outcomes from this analysis outlined in Chapter 11 of the 
Environmental Statement. 

 Smell from waste Waste contained in building. Waste not stored for long 
periods. Full compliance with strict permit requirements set by 
SEPA 

 Vermin Vermin control is strictly regulated via permit requirements 
with SEPA. 

 Height of chimney The stack will be 55 metres tall, which was the same 
height as the winding towers when Killoch operated as a 



working pit. The plant building, at its tallest point will be 24 
metres. 

 Traffic An average of 4 deliveries per hour. The site will accept waste 
from 7.30 am to 18.00 pm Mon ς Fri and 07.00 am to 12.00 
noon on Saturday. 
Traffic management survey has been conducted that indicates 
that overall impact is <1% of additional traffic on road network. 

 Air pollution and Health Impacts of 
fumes / dioxins 

The plant will be designed to minimise the risk of dioxin and 
furan formation in the emissions and in addition will have 
filters fitted which effectively remove any remaining dioxins 
and furans.  The emissions will be tested regularly for dioxins 
and furans. 
 
Road traffic, accidental fires and bonfires are much greater 
sources of these chemicals (up to 10 x greater). The plant will 
ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎŜƴǘ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ 
in Scotland by SEPA. 
 
The plant will be fitted with an advanced combustion system to 
minimise NOx formation, and in addition will utilise an 
ammonia-based system to absorb any remaining NOx.  The 
plant will meet all EU emissions standards 
 
 
The greatest intake is predicted to result if an individual could 
theoretically consume only beef, pork, poultry, eggs, milk and 
vegetables produced at a farm close to the site.  The highest 
theoretically possible intake of dioxins and furans is predicted 
to be 0.035 picograms per kilogram body weight per day 
(pg/kg-day).  Even with the adoption of a worst-case approach, 
this incremental intake associated with the proposed facility is 
a small fraction (1.76 %) of the recommended tolerable daily 
intake for dioxins of 2 pg/kg-day, and will not be detectable in 
practice.  Similarly, the potential exposure of infants via breast 
milk and the contribution of the proposed facility to dioxins and 
ŦǳǊŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǿǎΩ Ƴilk are assessed, and it is found that the 
proposed facility will have no significant or detectable influence 
on exposure in this way. The highest modelled level of dioxins 
ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǿǎΩ Ƴƛƭƪ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ 
proportion of the benchmark set in Commission Regulation 
(EU) No.1259/2011 at 0.052% of the standard. This represents 
an insignificant contribution from the proposed facility.    

 

Community  Why is there no community fund, 
like Minerals Trust / Landfill tax 
etc.? 

The principal benefit, and the one with lasting impact, will be 
the creation of 35 new jobs and the protection of 50 existing 
jobs in the area. There will also be jobs created in the supply 
chain when constructing the facility itself. Barr has engaged 
with the local Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce and sought their 
support and advice to ensure that a large proportion of the 
services and contractors required on the project will be 
sourced locally.  

 Concern regarding negative impact 
on house prices 

Independent studies have indicated that there is no evidence 
that house prices will be negatively impacted based on 
experience both elsewhere in the UK and internationally. Study 
conducted by Cranfield University ς Phillips et al, Waste 
Management Volume 34 (2014) found that there is ƴƻǘ Ψŀƴȅ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΧΦΩ 
 

 Effects on Dairy Farming, e.g. 
pollution on food chain  / adverse 
impact on local supply contracts 

No evidence for any adverse effect on dairy farming. Several 
existing EfW facilities local to dairy farming communities. Barr 
proposes to conduct milk sampling and laboratory analysis to 
determine levels of dioxins and furans in and around local 
farms prior to, and after, site operation, following the 



recommendation in Section 10.1 of the Health Risk Assessment 
(Appendix 10.2 of the ES). Barr proposes to conduct 5 samples 
to 5 closely located (within 5kms) dairy farms before and after 
operations have commenced to provide clarity and comfort 
that the ERP does not adversely affect milk quality. Barr has 
committed to this activity following dialogue with NFU Scotland 
and its local members during consultation. 

 Potential for free recycling service 
for local business 

Noted. Any business agreement would be conducted 
separately. 

 

Consultation Positive comments on the 
consultation 

Noted 

 Not enough communication to 
residents regarding consultation 
events 

Information provided via newspaper adverts, posters in 
community halls, direct communication with community 
council members, social media and website. Letters were also 
written to local residents to outline details of the events and 
invites were made for senior management to visit residents or, 
in turn, for residents to visit Barr at Killoch. Briefing sessions 
were also held with community council secretaries.  

 Too many leading questions in 
survey and misleading language 

Questionnaire was developed to gauge the level of awareness 
of consultees, to further highlight the benefits of the project 
and to use information to further target communications, e.g. 
on environmental benefits. Promotional material was written 
with a varied audience in mind. Several staff were on hand to 
explain, in their own terms, any complicated technical terms 
and explanations. 

 
        Table 1. Summary of Comments 

4.11 The charts below depict the overall feedback generated from participants who 

completed and responded to feedback forms from all public exhibition events. 



 

4.12 The charts below depict the overall feedback generated from participants who 

completed and responded to feedback forms from the Ochiltree public exhibition 

event. 



 

 

 

  



5. Conclusion 

5.1  The statutory pre application consultation provided Barr Environmental Limited with 

the opportunity to engage with the local community and to consider views prior to 

the submission of the Application for Planning Permission. 

5.2 Local residents, members of Community Councils, elected members, trade 

associations, local businesses and other community groups were given the 

opportunity to view and receive information and an explanation on the proposal. 

These opportunities were made available through a range of platforms including a 

dedicated website, letters, public exhibitions and feedback forms. They were 

provided to give both written and verbal comments. 

5.3 Feedback forms were made available at each of the five public exhibitions and 

feedback was also welcomed through the dedicated website. Both gave interested 

parties the opportunity to give their opinion on the proposal and to seek further 

information. It was also possible to submit written comments by post. 

5.4 All comments received have been analysed in the production of this report and have 

been considered in the preparation of the Application for Planning Permission. 

5.5 Overall, this public consultation has been considered to provide significant 

opportunities for members of the public and interested parties to engage with and 

ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ .ŀǊǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊ YƛƭƭƻŎƘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ 

Park and for Barr to hear the views of people, to consider their opinions and 

understand any concerns and to respond accordingly. 
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Appendix 4 
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Appendix 5 

Tier 1 stakeholder list 

 

Members of Parliament 

Sandra Osborne MP 

Parliamentary Office 

139 Main Street 

Ayr KA8 8BX 

 

Cathy Jamieson MP 

32 Grange Street 

Kilmarnock 

KA1 2DD 

 

Brian Donohoe MP 

17 Townhead 

Irvine 

KA12 0BL 

 

Members of Scottish Parliament ς Constituency MSPs 

Adam Ingram MSP 

Office 1 

4 The Square 

Cumnock 

KA18 1BG 

 

John Scott MSP 

17 Wellington Square 

Ayr 

KA7 1EZ 

 

 



Willie Coffey MSP 

53 Titchfield Street 

Kilmarnock 

KA1 1QS 

 

Members of Scottish Parliament ς Regional MSPs for South Scotland 

 

Chic Brodie MSP 

8 Sandbed 

Hawick 

Roxburgh 

TD9 OHE 

 

Aileen McLeod MSP 

Unit 7 

Loreburne Shopping Centre 

Dumfries 

DG1 2BD 

 

Graeme Pearson MSP 

MG.07 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

 

Claudia Beamish MSP 

12 St Vincent Place 

Lanark 

ML11 7LA 

 

 

 

 



Jim Hume MSP 

M2.20 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

 

Joan McAlpine MSP 

Unit 7 

High Street 

Loreburne Shopping Centre 

Dumfries 

DG1 2BD 

 

Paul Wheelhouse MSP 

8 Sandbed 

Hawick 

Roxburghshire 

TD9 OHE 

 

East Ayrshire Council ς Planning Committee Members 

 

Cllr John Campbell 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Helen Coffey 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 



 

Cllr Tom Cook 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr William Crawford 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr John Knapp 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr George Mair 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Bobby McDill 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Moira Pirie 

Members' Services 



Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Stephanie Primrose 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Jim Roberts 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr David Shaw 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Local Councillors 

Cllr William Menzies 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

 

 

 

 



Cllr Eric Ross 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Kathy Morrice 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr John Bell 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Cllr Elaine Dinwoodie 

Members' Services 

Council Headquarters 

London Road 

KA3 7BU 

 

Key Community Councils 

The Secretary 

Ochiltree Community Council 

Kerrera Cottage 

102 Main Street 

Ochiltree 

KA18 2PF 

 

 



The Secretary 

Netherthird & District Community Council 

79 Holmburn Road 

Netherthird 

Cumnock 

KA18 3ED 

 

The Secretary 

Drongan, Rankinston & Stair Community Council 

4 Coyle Avenue 

Drongan 

KA6 7BB 

 

The Secretary 

Cumnock Community Council 

12 Dalgleish Avenue 

Cumnock 

KA18 1QU 

 

Other Stakeholders 

 

Kenneth Dunsmuir 

Administrator of the Great Steward ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 5ǳƳŦǊƛŜǎ IƻǳǎŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

Dumfries House 

Cumnock 

Ayrshire 

KA18 2NJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Val Russell 

Chief Executive 

Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce 

Suite 1005 Terminal Building 

Prestwick Airport 

Prestwick 

KA9 2PL 

 

Ian Ross 

Chairman 

Scottish Natural Heritage 

Great Glen House 

Leachkin Road 

Inverness 

IV3 8NW 

  



Appendix 6 Letter to local residents making them aware of Ochiltree Public Consultation 

event  

   



Appendix 7  

Tier 1 stakeholder letters issued post consultation on project progress 

 

 

 



Appendix 8  

Copies of leaflets and brochures issued across the 12 week consultation period to local 

community in Ayrshire including MPs, MSPs, Councillors, businesses and trade 

associations 



 

 


